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Assertions to the contrary notwithstanding, governance in
Pakistan remains attuned to political symbolism and personal ambitions.
The movement for the creation of more provinces is a manifestation of
both. Nostalgia and ambition apart, there is little else either in language,
race or culture to set apart one aspirant province from its neighbours.
Once personal ambitions are realized, an eloquent case will surely be
made out one day to put an end to the usurpation of the land by new
settlers and other demands like job quotas, to be pressed. The common
man in no way would stand to gain. Splitting the country into more
provinces within the existing constitutional framework makes neither
economic nor political sense. In fact, it would undermine the demand for
provincial autonomy. Four provinces can be autonomous but not six,

eight or more.



